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ABOUT THE PIECE

Before she was grandma, she was mum; before 
that she was… 
How can you really love someone if you only 
start knowing them from when you were born? 

Likkle Rum with Grandma is a journey over a 
generational bridge. This emotive piece of 
storytelling fuses poetry, performance and a 
Jamaican grandmother’s voice to dissect issues 
of migration, displacement in diaspora 
communities and the waviness of rum.  

Both the solo show and the archive project 
around it sees SugarJ use verbatim audio and 
verse to explore the importance of 
intergenerational discourse against a 
Caribbean cultural backdrop, while touching on 
the mortality of loved ones, the sense of 
belonging verses foreboding loneliness, and 
ultimately opening up a dialogue between 
various age groups about what Black 
Britishness is today. 

Come catch a vibe as we get to know 
Grandma, and a young man gets to grips with 
himself.

“WHAT DO I NEED?  
JUST A LITTLE VISIT”

When I came here I cried for 
nearly two years… everyday.



BACKGROUND

After sitting on this question for a lot longer than may be 
socially acceptable, SugarJ realised that a lot of his writing 
focused on death and loss. Fusing existing poems together 

thematically kickstarted the process of writing the play which, in 
his own words, is “about how we can better acknowledge 
death so we can love ourselves, our loved ones and elders 

better.” 

Since writing a full first draft, SugarJ has been working on the 
piece since, which has sold out work-in-progress performances 

at Stanley Halls (LIPFEST), the Roundhouse (Words First), Bernie 
Grant Arts Centre (SKFEST) and Hackney Showroom. As well 

as a sell-out run at the Albany in March 2019, the creative team 
behind Likkle Rum with Grandma will spend summer 2019 

undergoing an extensive period of research and development 
for the show itself, plus delivering community engagement work 
and building a digital archive that will go live in autumn 2019.  

You can read more about the background of the project here.

“WHAT IF WE 
HELD FUNERALS 

FOR PEOPLE 
BEFORE THEY 

DIED?”

https://medium.com/@malakaisargeant/likkle-rum-with-grandma-a-chat-with-jeremiah-sugarj-brown-47f14a3b8506


PARTICIPATION
Collecting stories from the Afro-Caribbean 
community is a crucial part of the creative 
process around this project, with the show 
itself including verbatim audio of SugarJ’s 
grandmother and other relatives. The LRWG 
creative team has extensive knowledge and 
experience in facilitating creative work in 
participatory settings with various community 
groups and, as such, we are offering venues 
a 2-hour workshop alongside the show.  

Aiming to facilitate a much-needed 
intergenerational dialogue around Black 
Britishness, the workshop will bring together 
Afro-Caribbean older (60+) and younger 
(under 30) people to dissect ideas around 
migration, assimilation, political blackness 
and more. 

Through a series of creative writing and storytelling activities, participants are encouraged to share their 
experiences about being a Black Briton past and present, evoking a greater sense of empathy and understanding 
between generations that are often pitted against each other. Materials created in the workshops may be hosted 
on the LRWG digital archive – an interactive map that will feature blog posts, poetry, podcasts, soundscapes and 
images generated in workshops and by the creative team. It will build up a clearer image of Black Britain while 
beginning to imagine a Black British future. As the show tours, we will accumulate a wealth of honest, accessible 
stories that traces Black British people and our nuances; we aim for the show and the workshops to help 
disaffected young people and isolated older people to collaboratively reaffirm our existence as Black Britons.



DIGITAL ARCHIVE

“ONLY A LIKKLE RUM 
WITH GRANDMA CAN 
REVEAL  
HOW MUCH OF YOURSELF 
IS JUST A REFLECTION OF 
WHAT CAME BEFORE 
YOU.”

Integral to this project is the idea of preserving history and 
reclaiming our own narratives. The LRWG creative team is of the 
understanding that most of the stories, tales and superstitions we 
know have been passed down orally, with so few of them 
documented and preserved in a tangible way. Consequently, for 
many young people of African descent in global the diaspora 
there is a feeling of being denied access to a culture and thus, by 
implication, denied an deeper understanding of oneself.   

To avoid perpetuating this further, we are creating a digital 
archive of the stories we collate throughout this project for future 
generations to access; with it being online, these stories will live 
on forever in a largely accessible way. 

Prior to the workshops, older participants will be invited to bring 
old photos of themselves and share it with the rest of the group. 
We would invite participants to recreate these photos with the 
younger people present in the workshop; these will be taken and 
developed on a Polaroid camera and scanned digitally to be 
added to the archive. The photos also act as a catalyst for 
conversations and creative responses that we would audio record; 
these verbatim audio clips will be available to listen to and stream 
on the archive site, as well as blog posts from the creative team, 
the old photos next to the recreated ones, poems from workshops 
and insights into the creative process behind creating the show.  

Autumn 2019 will see us open up nationwide submissions to 
collect as many experiences as possible, highlighting the diversity 
of Black Britons.



CREATIVE TEAM
Jeremiah ‘SugarJ’ Brown (writer/performer) is 
a Black British-Jamaican writer and performer 
based in Croydon. He’s a Barbican Young Poet 
alumni and former Roundhouse resident artist. 
He participated in Nationwide’s Voices ad 
campaign, and was featured in the Evening 
Standard for his poem I’m Rooting For 
Everybody Black. His commissions include St 
Paul’s Cathedral and Totally Thames. 
@SugarJPoet 

Malakaï Sargeant (producer) is a freelance 
writer, producer and theatre-maker working to 
stretch the limits of performing arts, enabling 
the socially and politically disenfranchised to 
make a mark within the sector and beyond. 
Both as an artist and a producer, Malakaï has 
worked with the likes of LIFT, Hackney 
Showroom, Emergency Exit Arts, Iris Theatre, 
Talawa, Soho Theatre and the Royal Court to 
create meaningful theatrical experiences. He is 
currently Associate Director at Theatre 
Peckham and former Artistic Director of 
producing theatre company The S+K Project. 
@MalakaiSargeant

Ann Akin – Director 

Duramaney Kamara – Sound Designer 

Rochelle White – Set & Costume Designer 

Gaby Nimo – Movement Director  

Amaal Omar – Web developer 

Hana Elmi – Marketing & Engagement Assistant 

https://twitter.com/SugarJPoet
https://twitter.com/MalakaiSargeant


AUDIENCE FEEDBACK + REVIEWS
“IT COVERED SO MANY TOPICS… IN A THOUGHTFUL 
AND MEANINGFUL WAY. THANK YOU SO MUCH”

“JEREMIAH CAPTURED ALL THE NUANCES THAT 
ETHNIC MINORITIES FEEL AND GROW UP WITH”

“THE Q&A WAS WONDERFUL, IT REALLY GOT 
US TALKING ”

“I LOVED THE AUTHENTICITY, THE AUDIENCE 
PARTICIPATION, THE SUBJECT MATTER”

“I ENJOYED THE INTIMACY – THE WAY HOW 
THIS PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF JEREMIAH’S 
GRANDMA RELATES TO ALL OF US”

“THE STORY WAS VERY POIGNANT. MANY 
PEOPLE CAN IDENTIFY WITH THE NARRATIVE”

“CREATES A DIALOGUE BETWEEN YOUNGER 
PEOPLE TO APPRECIATE THEIR ELDERS”

“THE WORDS WERE DEEP AND 
EMOTIVE, I WANT TO INTERVIEW MY 
PARENTS!”



CONTACT
Malakaï Sargeant – Producer 
malakaisargeant@gmail.com 
malakaisargeant.com/contact 
+44 7477 552 834 

Hana Elmi – Marketing & 
Engagement Assistant  
hanaraage@gmail.com  
+44 7375 969 036 

@LikkleRum 

#LikkleRum 

sugarjpoet.com/projects
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